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Changes in Perceptions of Residents, Parents, and Teachers Towards School-
community Cooperation

Takuya YOSHIDA * and Hiroyuki YOSHIZAW A **

Engagement of residents and parents in school education is encouraged in Japanese elementary and
junior high schools. However, empirical evidence for school-community cooperation is still lacking. The
present study aimed to examine changes in perceptions of residents, parents, and teachers who engaged
in school-community cooperation activities. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 37 resi-
dents, parents and teachers from 5 elementary schools. The data were analyzed based on a grounded
theory approach. As a result, perceptions of school-community cooperation were classified into 10 cen-
tral categories as follows: initial feelings, cooperation between community residents and parents, posi-
tive attitude of school, foundation of regional cooperation, foundation of cooperation of parents, conflict
after collaboration, adjustment of conflict, negative feelings, recognition of outcomes, and positive
change in feelings. The results suggest that for the positive change toward school-community coopera-
tion, it is necessary to establish a cooperative system between residents and parents, and to coordinate
the conflicts that arise with cooperation.
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