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The Effect of Teacher’s Need-supportive
and Need-thwarting Behaviors on Basic
Psychological Needs Satisfaction in
Elementary School Children

Eri KASHIMA*®

This study examined the effect of teacher’s need-support-
ing and need-thwarting behaviors on basic psychological
needs satisfaction in elementary school children (grades 3
through 6, n=2348). Path analysis revealed that relationship
support was positively associated with three basic psycho-
logical needs, while competence support was positively
associated with relationship needs. Subsequently, compe-
tence support showed a positive association with autonomy
and competence needs, while competence-thwarting behav-
ior showed a negative association with relationship needs.
Autonomy-supportive and autonomy-thwarting behaviors
also showed positive associations with relationship needs.
These results suggest that behaviors that satisfy elemen-
tary school children’s basic psychological needs may differ

depending on the situation.
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