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Lay Judgment of Suicide by Japanese University Students in Suspicious
Death Investigations

—Effects of the Presence or Absence of a Suicide Note and Deceased’s Information Not Supporting Suicide—

Shigeru IRIYAMA *

This study examined the relationship between judgements of suicide by laypersons in suspicious
death investigations, and the presence or absence of a suicide note and deceased’s information that did
not support suicide. We asked university students to judge the possibility of suicide in a fictitious investi-
gation of suspicious death; 72 subjects received a case with “a suicide note” and deceased’s information,
71 subjects received a case with “a suicide note” and without deceased’s information, 71 subjects re-
ceived a case with “no suicide note” and deceased’s information, and 72 subjects received a case with “no
suicide note” and without deceased’s information. Analysis of variance results showed that subjects who
received a case with “a suicide note” judged the possibility of suicide as slightly higher than subjects re-
ceiving cases without “a suicide note”. Subjects who received the deceased’s information judged the pos-
sibility of suicide as slightly higher than subjects without it.
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