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A Homology between Offense Behaviors and Offender Characteristics in Arson-Murders

Hirokazu IWAMI*

This study deals with the assumption of a homology between offense behaviors and offender characteristics in a
sample of arson-murderers. Data on 272 arson-murderers arrested between 1989 and 2003 in Japan were collected.
Hayashi's quantification method Type III indicated that offense behaviors in arson-murders had two dimensions
(criminality and offense spatiality). Offenders’ behaviors were classified into four patterns by these dimensions.
One group of “high criminality-public spatiality” had 30 offenders. One group of “low criminality-public spatiali-
ty” included 62 offenders. One group of “low criminality-private spatiality” consisted of 96 offenders. One group of
“high criminality-private spatiality” had 44 offenders. Result of log-linear analysis indicated that many of the of-
fenders’ characteristics differed by two dimensions (i.e., the number of offender(s), gender, interpersonal relation-
ship, timing of fire setting, offense motivation, criminal record, and relationship of the crime scene-offenders’

base).
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