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Effectiveness of Focused Training on Road-Crossing Behavior

for Children of the Lower Grades of Primary School

Akira OHTANT*

This study investigates the effects of focused training on road-crossing behavior for children of the lower grades

of primary school. The training is based on the principle of program learning and designed to train children to

acquire elements of road-crossing skills in stages and to focus on the elements that are hard for them to acquire.

Fifty-four children aged in six to seven years old participated in the training and were trained to acquire the road

crossing skills by instructors and their parent in the schoolyard. Road-crossing behavior of children was

unobtrusively observed using video cameras in the schoolyard before and after the training. The results showed
that after the focused training, children looked repeatedly and carefully to the right where a simulated vehicle
existed when crossing the road. However, children did not look left or behind repeatedly and carefully even after
the training. The methodology of focused training for children to acquire road-crossing skills is discussed.
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