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The Report of Health Care Services and Education for Children Living
at Single-Mother Households in St. Lucia

Yoshitaka MORI™*

In this study an attempt is made to understand the nature of the relationship between poverty and the inaccessi-

bility of health care and education in St. Lucia, one of Small Island Developing States, which is recognized as coun-

tries facing specific social, economic and environmental vulnerabilities by the United Nation. Interviews with two

mothers, who have children with disabilities, and bibliographic survey were conducted. The commonalities of the

two women, which are single-mother, unemployment after delivery of a child with disability and their low educa-

tional level, coincides with bibliographical data. This study confirms that single-mother households, the rate of

which is historically high in Caribbean, who have children with disabilities inevitably fall into poverty because of

low income, vulnerability of social security system and low education level of women. This indicates the possibility

that the children living the households cannot access to health care and education, resulting in that they have sec-

ondary disabilities and deterioration of diseases.
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