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Attributional Complexity, Tolerance of Ambiguity and

Social Distance for Schizophrenic Patients

Mami MUTO® and Naoki KUGTHARA™®

Effects of attributional complexity and tolerance of ambiguity on social distance for people with mental illnesses

were investigated. In this study, targets of evaluation (image of people with mental illness vs. no image of people with

mental illness)Xattributional complexity (high vs. low)Xtolerance of ambiguity (high vs. low) within- and between-

participants factorial (mixed design) was used. Results indicated the following. (1) Social distance was longer with

an image of mental illness was presented than when there was no such image. (2) Low attributional complexity

predicted the degree of social distance in both conditions. (3) Intolerance of ambiguity predicted the degree of so-

cial distance for people with mental illnesses. The implications of these results are discussed.
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