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The Effect of Individual Traits on Changes in Nonverbal Behaviors When Lying

Heejung PARK* and Tkuo DAIBO™*

The purpose of this study was to examine how individual traits affect changes in nonverbal behaviors when

someone is lying. In study 1, a self-report measure of individual traits was developed. In study 2, the changes in

nonverbal behaviors between baseline, lying and truth telling were examined with respect to individual traits. In

the experiment, after choosing whether to take a coupon, participants were asked if they had the coupon. All the

participants were instructed to deny taking the coupon. The results showed that there were no changes in hand

movements in the conditions of baseline, truth telling, and lying in participants with high ability of emotional con-

trol. However, those who had low ability of emotional control exhibited changes in hand movements between con-

ditions; there were fewer movements during deception than during truth telling. These results show that individual

traits affect the mode of presentation of nonverbal behaviors.
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