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An Unforeseen Factor That Promotes Environmental-Conscious Behavior

Toshikatsu KAKIMOTO™® and Ako AGATA™*

The hypotheses of the present study are that (a) a sense of reality of the situation, (b) a subjective sense of eco-
nomic well-being in daily life, and (c) identification with one’s local community;, will respectively promote environ-
mental-conscious behavior. Forty-five students participated in a computer-based version of the Simulated Interna-
tional Society (SIMINSOC) game where environmental issues were designed to emerge and be addressed. Towards
the end of the game session, the participants responded to the embedded questionnaire. A multiple regression
analysis indicated that (a) a sense of reality of the situation and (b) a subjective sense of economic well-being in
daily life promoted participants’ environmental-conscious behavior while (c) identification with one's local com-
munity did not. The results were considered from a viewpoint of altruistic behavior studies. Implications of the
findings for building a sustainable society were discussed.
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