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Determinants of Trust in Government with Regard to Nuclear Power:
The Role of Political Collective Efficacy and the Perception of

Civic Social Relationships

Takamasa SHIOTANI™*', Shoji TSUCHIDA™? and Norifumi TSUJIKAWA *’

It is necessary for stakeholders to build trust in risk communication. However, misplaced trust may lead to nega-
tive incidents. The aim of the present study is to investigate the relationship between the trust in government with
regard to nuclear power, political collective efficacy (PCE) and civic social relationship (which was measured as
perceived ingroup entitativity). Data used for this study were collected through a nationwide Internet social survey
on energy and nuclear energy. Data collected from 2,503 participants were classified and compared on the basis of
conditions around residential areas, such as nuclear power plant sitings, and type of area (conurbation or provin-
cial areas), and analyzed using structural equation modeling. Good fit indexes were shown for each residential
area, and it was found that PCE affected the trust in government whereas perceived ingroup entitativity did not.
Furthermore, significant differences were found between the correlation coefficients of PCE and perceived ingroup
entitativity.

key words: trust in government, political collective efficacy, perceived ingroup entitativity, nuclear power, risk
communication
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