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The Effect of Improper Information
on the Ordinary Citizen’s Determination
of Punishment: From the Aspect of
Just World Theory

Eiichiro WATAMURA

This study verified the hypothesis that the ordinary citizens’
perception of a “just world” influences their sentencing deci-
sions. In a crime scenario wherein the events on the offender
were manipulated, 173 participants determined the offender’s
sentence. The results revealed that the more negatively the events
were seen, the more lenient was the sentence, and vice versa.
Negative events on offenders satisfy the sense of a “just world,”
while positive events damage it further. The correlation between
the events’ prosperity and the sentence supported the hypothesis.
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