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Equivalence of the Japanese Gender Harassment Scale:

An Investigation Using Multi-group Mean and Covariance Structure Analysis

by Structural Equation Modeling

Ken'ichiro TANAKA*

The equivalence of the Japanese Gender Harassment Scale developed by Kobayashi and Tanaka (2010) was in-
vestigated. Differential item functioning (DIF) of multi-group means and covariance structure (MG-MACS) analy-
sis were conducted in two studies. Participants in Study 1 were Japanese workers (N=354: 222 men and 132 wom-
en), and in Study 2, female Japanese workers (N=500). Results of DIF analysis confirmed the reliability of the two-
factor model of the Japanese Gender Harassment Scale. Moreover, uniform DIF was found in Studies 1 and 2 for
two items, whereas in Study 2, non-uniform DIF was found for four items. The equivalence of the scale for differ-
ent groups is discussed on the basis of the results of DIF analysis.
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