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Adaptive Development in Social

Information-Processing among Adolescents

Hiroyuki YOSHIZAWA*' and Toshikazu YOSHIDA*?

Our previous studies developed measurements of social information-processing that tapped both the structural
and qualitative dimensions of social knowledge and antisocial-specific cognitive biases: knowledge structures of
social rules and self-serving cognitive distortions, respectively. The present study examines the adaptability of
social information-processing in relation to prosocial and antisocial behaviors, focusing on developmental differ-
ences. Data were collected from 115 junior-high and 172 high school students. The comparison between junior-
high and high school students revealed higher structural indices of knowledge structure and lower indices of cog-
nitive distortions in high school students. Structural equation modelings conducted for each sample indicated
that the structural indices of knowledge structure facilitated the adaptability of social behavior through cognitive
distortions only in high school students. These findings supported our claim that the structural dimensions of
knowledge structure played a significant role in explaining adaptive social behavior during late adolescence.
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