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Friendship and Class Adaptation among Elementary School Students:
A Relationship between the Exclusiveness of Friendship
and the Class Climate

Kouji MISHIMA™®

This study examined the directivity toward the peer group, class climates related to friendship, the state of
friendship, and class adaptation on approximately 1,400 the fifth and sixth graders. As a result of the analysis, the
following results were obtained only among female studenets: A discrete class climate was strengthened by the
“directivity toward fixed groups’, and a discrete class climate consequently strengthened the “directivity toward
monopolized friendship”. Moreover, the “directivity toward monopolized friendship” strengthened the “directivity
toward fixed groups” in turn, an existence of such circulative process was implied. Furthermore, it was also found
that the “directivity toward monopolized friendship” deteriorates class adaptation.
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