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Posterror Modulation of Attentional Concentration as Reflected in Flanker Interference

Miyuki SAKURAT* and Syoichi IWASAKIT™

In this study, we explored with the flanker task how attention is controlled after participants having committed

errors by comparing reaction times (RTs) and amounts of flanker interference across errors. It is well known that

people behave more cautiously once they have committed an error. In addition to this posterror slowing, we hy-

pothesized that attention would be refocussed on the current task, which would result in reduced interference in

the flanker task due to attentional refocusing. The results indicated that although no overall reduction in interfer-
ence was found with only general increase in RTs in the posterror trials, those who were relatively slower in their
RTs did show reduced interference after having committed an error. Thus, there was a partial support for the hy-
pothesis that commission of an error would induce attentional refocusing on the task resulting in reduced flanker

interference.
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