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Inter-Item Structure Analysis of
Attitudes toward Mental Disorder
Scale by Order Structure Analysis

Tomoe KODAIRA and Takehiko ITO

Order Structure Analysis (OSA) can be used to ana-
lyze structure between items in psychological scales.
The Social Distance Subscale (SDS) and the Image
Subscale (IS) of Attitudes toward Mental Disorder
Scale (AMDS), a well-utilized scale to investigate preju-
dice toward people with mental illness, were given to
126 students and analyzed by OSA to detect the inter-
item structures. Results indicated the order structure
corresponded to three situations in SDS and showed
central core items in IS. The structure of AMDS was
visualized as order maps. It is concluded that OSA is a
strong tool to find out detect structural relationships
between items in a scale.
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