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Consensus Estimates on Social Inconsiderate Behavior
and Prosocial Behavior

Kumi YOSHITAKE* and Toshikazu YOSHIDA*

The false consensus effect (FCE) refers to the tendency to overestimate consensus for one’s own
judgments and behaviors. Past studies (e.g., Ross et al., 1977) examined the FCE in ambiguous
situations. However, the judgments and behaviors in the ambiguous situations cannot generally
make social evaluation (negative-positive). This study examined whether participants produced
the FCE for social inconsiderate behavior and prosocial behavior which received social evalua-
tion. This study also investigated the relationship between the estimated consensus for social
behavior and assumed-competence. Participants (V=217) completed a questionnaire consisting
of social behavior and assumed-competence scale, and estimated the percentage of the consensus
for social behavior. The results indicated that the participants overestimated the consensus for
social behavior; thus, the false consensus phenomenon showed robustness. Moreover, the results
revealed that the influence of the behavior tendency is strong on social inconsiderate behavior.
These findings suggest that the participants justified themselves by predicting that the judg-
ments and behaviors of others were similar to those of their own.
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