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Difference of Responsibility Judgments among Actor, Observer,
and Standard of Comparative Negligence

Makiko OKAMOTO*, Kan SHIMAZAKI** and Toshiro ISHIDA**

The aim of this research is to determine the differences in responsibility judgments among the
actor and the observer, and the standard of comparative negligence. Undergraduate students
viewed images of the traffic accidents and judged both the assailant’s and the victim's responsi-
bility. The images were taken from the assailant’s aspect (Group 1 N=41), victim's aspect (Group
2 N=41), and observer’s aspect (Group 3 N=44). Groups 1 and 3 focused on the acts of both
persons involved. Group 1 then judged their responsibility heavily in the cases with a compre-
hensible element that made their responsibility heavy and group 3 judged the responsibility
objectively. Group 2 heavily judged the responsibility from the cases in which the elements that
make responsibility heavy were clear on the screen. The subjects’ judgment of the assailant’s
responsibility was lighter than the standard. The factors that influenced the difference of the
subjects’ responsibility judgment and the standard were difference of knowledge of traffic
regulations, the extent to which relief of the victim was valued, and evaluation of the acts of
persons involved.
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