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Effects of Clinical Field Work on Learning of the Social Skills among
Occupational Therapy Students

Emi ATSUMI* and Ken-ichi OHBUCHI**

Defining social interaction skills as the attitudes and behaviors necessary for OT students to
make functional social transactions in clinical fieldworks, we attempted to examine the educa-
tional effects of two fieldworks differing the terms and educational goals (Fieldworks I and II) in
terms of three hypotheses: the social interaction skills would be improved after the fieldworks; the
effects would be especially large on the skills for functional transactions with clients; and the
effects of Fieldwork II would be larger than those of Fieldwork I. We administered the SA scale
we developed to measure social interaction skills to 141 students before and after Fieldwork I and
to 128 students before and after Fieldwork II. A three-way ANOV A of the SA scores revealed that
the educational effects of fieldworks were significant on the four subscales measuring the skills
for functional transactions with clients, supporting the first and second hypotheses, but a
non-significant three-way interaction disconfirmed the third hypothesis.
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