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Rape Myth Acceptance and
Judgments of Responsibility in
Perpetrator-Victim Relationship

Nahoko KITAKAZE, Takehiko ITO,
and Takayo INOUE

This study investigated the rape myth acceptance
(RMA) and the different types of rape. A total of 444
undergraduate students were asked to complete the
Rape Supportive Attitude Scale and judge the four sets
of rape scenarios. The participants with high RMA
scores attributed more responsibility on victims, lesser
responsibility on perpetrators, and lesser seriousness
on victim’s traumas than those with the low scores.
Similar patterns of relationships were found on the
date/acquaintance rape situations as compared to the
stranger rape situations. The present findings showed
the importance of promoting the rape-related educa-
tional programs in order to reduce the RMA.
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