Japanese Journal of Applied Psychology
2009, Vol. 34, No. 1, 50-51

NV VIRBERBRATTEICB T S
I
— RS R & DBARME D HER %
iz LT—

NI o B Sl S e

Transition in Relationships between
Hansen Disease Sanatorium
Residents and Their
Hometown Families

Hiroshi NUMAYAMA, Tomoko FUKUSHIMA,
and Takekatsu KIKUCHI

This research examines the transition in the relation-
ships between Hansen disease sanatorium residents
and their hometown families mainly by analyzing the
interview records of 7 residents. The results suggested
the following three points: (1) Although the transition
process showed two patterns, the relationships were
generally characterized by “unidirectionality.” (2) One
pattern is the process from “unidirectionality” through
“breakdown” to “reunion,” the other is the process from
“unidirectionality” to “acknowledgement inside the
family” without “breakdown.” (3) The transition was
triggered by their parents’ death or their siblings’ mar-
riage, or social trends regarding the abolishment of the
Leprosy Protection Law.
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