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The Co-relation between Flexibility of Ideas and Good Interpersonal
Relationships
—An Examination Based on Groupings According to Types of Creative Ideas—

Ryuichi TAKANO¥*, Yoshihiko TERASAWA** Takeshi NARITA¥*,
and Minoru KUME**¥*

It is assumed that creativity—defined as flexibility of ideas—enables not only to solve intellec-
tual problems but also to offer flexible solutions for problems in human relationships. Accord-
ingly, we examined five types of creativity groups among and based on data collected from 323
students, which were judged by results of TCT creativity test, about their co-relation with the
indices of good interpersonal relationships, obtained from the four basic positions in interper-
sonal relationships (self-affirmation, self-denial, affirmation of others and denial of others) meas-
ured by TAOK as well as the preference scale for three types of humor(aggressive, playful and
supportive ) established by Ueno(1992) and Miyato and Ueno(1996). Consequently, more creative
types showed significantly higher scores in self-affirmation and affirmation of others than less
creative types. With regard to the preference for humor, creative types also demonstrated
significantly higher scores for playful and supportive humor than less creative types. These
results suggest that more creative types are able to maintain better interpersonal relationships
than less creative types.
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