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The Effect of Gender Harassment on Work Achievement Motives

Atsuko KOBAYASHI

Many previous studies on sexual or gender harassment have indicated that female victims
suffer negative effects depending on the degree of the harassment that they have experienced,
and that harassment has a negative effect on their well-being. The present study examined the
model in which egalitarian attitudes towards sex roles either facilitated, or did not facilitate the
perception of gender harassment, and tested the relationship between the perception of harass-
ment and the enhancement of achievement motive in female victims. Respondents were 137
adult Japanese women working in public organizations in Saitama Prefecture. The results of
hierarchal multiple regression analysis revealed that female workers who had an egalitarian
attitude toward sex roles were apt to perceive gender harassment, and that women who did not
perceive gender harassment were apt to enhance the competitive achievement motive.

key words: gender harassment, achievement motive, egalitarian attitude toward sex roles, sexual
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