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Peer-group Norms Regarding Abusive Behavior
—Junior High School Students—

Ayako ONISHI* and Toshikazu YOSHIDA*

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationships between class enjoyment, exclusiv-
ity in peer-group, trust and peer-group norms regarding abusive behavior. Participants were 288
junior high school students (male 181, female 107) who responded to a questionnaire survey. The
students completed a questionnaire that asked about class enjoyment, trust, peer-group norms
regarding abusive behavior and exclusivity of the peer-group. A hypothesized model was
investigated, using structural covariance analysis. The results indicated that: (1) exclusivity of
the peer-group has a direct effect on norms for preventing abusive behavior, regardless of sex; (2)
class enjoyment has a direct effect on norms for despising abusive behavior, regardless of sex; (3)
anxiety for being betrayed has a direct effect on norms for preventing abusive behavior for males;
(4) class enjoyment has a direct effect on norms for preventing abusive behavior for females. The
importance of classroom management to keep classes enjoyable, and maintaining trust between

classmates was discussed.
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