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A Comparison of Perceived
Risk of Fires between Lay
People and Experts

Kazuya NAKAYACHI

This research examined the differences between lay
people and experts in estimating the perceived causes
of fires. One hundred and eighteen students and 142
firefighters participated in the survey. The results of
analyses suggested that lay people underestimate the
statistically high causes of fire. On the other hand,
experts correctly estimate those causes that are statis-
tically of high frequency. Implications of the current
results for how to best communicate with the public on
the causes and prevention of fires were discussed.
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