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A Historical Criticism to the Blood—Temperament Correlation Theory

—From the Period of Dr. K. Hara until Prof. T. Furukawa’'s—
Masao OHMURA*, Shuuichi UKIYA** and Shuichi FUJITA***

The first hypothesis suggesting a correlati on between ABO four group type and human
temperament was argued by Japanese physician Kimata Hara (1816), the student of Professor
Emile Freiherr von Dungern of Heidelberg University.

Following Hara's claims, large numbers of survey of blood type was carried out by Imperial
Japanese Army Surgeons in attempt of exploring the relations between blood type and soldiers’
human, however, these effort failed to find the notable findings.

After 1927, Takeji Furukawa, the professor of the Tokyo Woman’s Higher Normal School,
based on the questionnaire method, started new approach of correlating blood types and tempera-
ment (1927). His findings “Die Erforschung der Tempermente mittels der experimentellen
Blutgruppenuntersuchung” was published in “Zeitschroift fiir die angewandte Psychologie, 31,
1928”, and also under the title of “A Study of Temperament and Blood-groups” was published in
the Journal of Social Psychology, 4, 1930.

Known as Blood-group and Temperaments Correlation theory, Furukawa’s theory was well
discussed among the psychologists between 1927 and 1934, however, the fact that his theory does
not always fit every cases of individuals, the theory are disappeared from academic circle and
public, after the year of his death (1940).

Since 1946, Furukawa theory has been processed by many dilettantes into popular craze, far
from its original academism, in the form of such as the means of judging the compatibility of man
women, secrets of enhancing love affairs.

Consequently lost academic interest in the domain of professional psychology, the researches
regarding the relations between group blood-type and human temperaments or character are
contempted by most psychologist. It is important to retrospect from the present contaminated
situation of Furukawa Hypothesis and going back to the period of 1927 again and examine the
relation between temperament and blood type, or may be considered as physical type.
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