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Sensitivities of External Stimulus

—Relationships of Sensitivities of Noise, Others, Environments and General Sensitivity—
Michiko MIYAHARA*

Two studies were conducted to investigate the relationship between sensitivities to light, odor,
and interpersonality and to investigate the need for the functions of private space. Furthermore,
the fitness of the model, including general sensitivity as the latent variable was examined by
structural equation modeling. In study 1, the model demonstrating that general sensitivity
affects noise, emotional sensitivities, and the discomfort arising from the environment, was
favored. Subjects with high general sensitivities tend to be sensitive to noise, the environment,
and emotional stimuli. Further, a noise-sensitive person tends to monopolize the private space. In
study 2, the sensitivities to noise and nonauditory stimuli from the environment, external-
preoccupational tendency, other-consciousness scale, and the need for the functions of private
space were measured. The fitness of the model, including general sensitivity as the latent variable
that affects the indices, was examined. In the study 2, the model demonstrating that general
sensitivity affects the sensitivities to noise and nonauditory stimuli from the environment,
external-preoccupational tendency, and other-consciousness scale, was favored. Subjects with
high general sensitivities tend to be sensitive to external stimuli such as noise, other subjects,
light, and odor and therefore are easily preoccupied, and they tend to monopolize the private
space.
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