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Effect of Group Identification and Group Orientation on Group Delinquent
Behaviors among Delinquent and Non-delinquent Youth

Tomohiro NAKAGAWA®* Naoshi NAKAMOTO™, Tsuyoshi YAMANOHA™*,
and Ken-ichi OHBUCHI****

Based on the group process model of delinquency, we hypothesized that non-delinquent youth
who strongly identify group are motivated to enhance their social reputation and status. This, in
turn, helps to inhibit delinquent behaviors. On the other hand, delinquent youth who have a
strongly identify group are motivated to enhance their anti-social orientation; this promotes
delinquent behavior. We administered a questionnaire to 104 male technical college students and
69 boys from a juvenile classification home in order to measure group variables and delinquency.
Consistent with our hypothesis, we found that the boys who identified themselves with delin-
quent groups displayed an orientation toward an anti-social, intra-group status, which increased
group delinquent acts. The students who identified themselves with non-delinquent groups
displayed an orientation toward a pro-social, intra-group and inter-group status, which decreased
group delinquent acts. An unexpected finding was that there were some college students who
reported group delinquent acts. It was found that in their cases, group identification also
prompted their orientation toward an anti-social status. In general, these results validate the
model.
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