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Differences between the Standard of Comparative Negligence and
College Students in Judging Traffic Accident Responsibility

Makiko OKAMOTO* Naoya KANDA** and Toshiro ISHIDA***

The aim of this research is to obtain the cognitive differences between the standards of
comparative negligence and college students in judging responsibility. Subjects rated the
responsibility of A and B, person involved in for 11 traffic accident cases. The authors then
compared the subjects’ answers and the standards in the same 11 cases.

College students assigned less responsibility to the person who caused the accident than did the
standard. While licensed subjects assigned more responsibility to the driver who caused the
accident than did unlicensed subjects, unlicensed subjects assigned more responsibility for the
accident to the pedestrian than did licensed subjects. Differences between the standards and
subjects’ judgments and standard deviations included equilateral correlation. There were con-
siderable differences between the standards and responsibility judgments when, in an example,
the going straight car which had right of passing given priority in a Road Traffic Act did a traffic
violation to be in a crossing at a red light, and the right turn car which did not have priority right
of passing entered a crossing on a green light. We suppose that these differences were due to the
difficulty in judging the priority of the party involved in the accident.
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