Japanese Journal of Applied Psychology
2004, Vol. 30, No. 1, 24-35

PR O RELATIC B A IRIRIT R D BRASLER

R HER - o

Completion Factors of Criminal Acts at Various Robbery Crime Scenes

Shigeru TAKAMURA and Yukihisa YOKOI

This study used multivariate analysis to examine the completion rates of criminal acts at
various robbery crime scenes. Six types of robbery crime scenes were classified for this study:
financial institutions, convenience stores (24-hour retail operation), other stores (not 24-hour
retail operation), private residences, cars, and street locations. Two definitions were used to
classify the completion of criminal acts of robbery. These were the taking of cash or articles from
the scene and the perpetrator’s escape from the scene. From the six types of crime scenes,
information from 494 robberies was compiled and put into a database that was created for the
purpose of using in practical investigations.

First, completion rates for both taking “taking” and “escaping” were calculated according to the
type of crime scene. Second, to examine the completion factors in both taking and escaping at
each crime scenes, 75 analysis variables consisting of 40 crime methods and 35 kinds of personal
information about the perpetrators were tested using Fisher’s exact test. By using analysis
variables from the test, the completion factors for both taking and escaping at each crime scene
were analyzed using quantification theory type II.

Consequently, the results showed that the completion rates of criminal acts rose or declined
corresponding to the strength of the security system in place at the crime scenes. The completion
factors for both taking and escaping that were regarded as important at each crime scene have
been pointed out.
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