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Factor analytical study of concepts regarding child rearing in
Japanese and Korean mothers

Yeonkyeong KIM

The present study compared differences in concepts regarding child rearing among 889
mothers in Japan and Korea. Factor analysis identified 2 common factors: “child rearing burden”
and “separate identities”. In addition, “value of life and responsibility for child rearing”, “child on
whom the mother pin her hopes” and “social duty” were identified as independent factors in
Japan; whereas in Korea “social duty and child on whom the mother pin her hopes”, “value of life”
and “responsibility for higher academic career of child” were identified as independent factors.
The independent factors in Japan and Korea were constructed by combining or separating factors
of each country. Comparing the means of each item between two countries indicated that child
rearing concepts in Japanese mothers were more individualistic and more burdensome than that
of Korean mothers. Furthermore, in Korea and in Japan, mothers recognized themselves and their
children as individuals, even though in Korean mothers, this concept was more confucianism.

These results suggest that child rearing concepts of Japanese and Korean mothers are similar.
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