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A “Japan-Is-Unchangeable” Belief and Social Justice: Their Effects on Demographic

Variables, Attitudes Toward Japanese Society, and Protests Against the Government

Ken-ich OHBUCHI*, Mitsuteru FUKUNO™ and Kei-ichiro IMAZAI*

In a survey research with 930 adult citizens, we attempted to measure a “Japan-is-unchangeable” belief -
and the perceived social justice of this country, and to examine their relationships with the respondents’
demographic variables, support for political parties, attitudes toward the country, and protests against the
government. As compared with the older ones, the younger participants rated Japanese society as less fair
and less changeable. The supporters of LPD rated it as fairer than the other groups. People supporting
other parties than LPD believed that it is changeable, but those who did not support any political party
believed that it is unchangeable. The attitude toward the country was strongly determined by the per-
ceived justice, while the protest against government was influenced by the belief. That is, those who
believed that Japanese society was unchangeable showed no protest or showed very passive ones at best,
but those who did not believe it were more likely to engage in active and normative protest acts. These
results suggest that which type of protests people were driven depends on the degree of the “Japan-is-
unchangeable” belief.
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