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Evaluative Study of an Educational Traffic Safety Program “AYATORII”
for Primary School Children

Kazumi RENGE™ and Miyuki KOKUFUDA™*

An observational study for school age children was conducted to evaluate an educational traffic safety
program (“Ayatorii” by Suzuka Mobility Research Office), which consists of nine one -hour sessions in the
classroom. Teachers at two schools taught third -grade pupils using a variety of teaching materials pre-
pared in advance. Pupils’ behavior at three crossings (one controlled and two uncontrolled crossings)
near each school was recorded on digital video cameras before and after the educational program. In
total, 191 pupils in pre-program phase and 343 pupils in post-program phase were video-recorded to ana-
lyze their crossing behavior such as head movements for visual searching, stopping behavior, crossing
position, response to traffic signals, and crossing style (running or walking). Their behavior was then
compared with the behavior of pupils in other grades. The visual searching behavior at one of the two
uncontrolled crossing was found to have significantly improved after the program. Stopping behavior and
crossing position there also changed to better direction. These results indicate that the educational pro-
gram could partly bring pupils a positive effect on their behavior. However, as no other behavioral
changes were found between before and after the program, the program is still limited in the effect. Possi-
ble approaches how to improve the educational program in future were discussed based on these results.
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