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Effects of Self-Control and Role-Taking on Prosocial Behavior in Children

Shinichi TSUKAMOTO™

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship among children’s self-control, role-taking

and prosocial behavior. Subjects were 45 first and 53 second graders. They were provided with two

opportunities to display prosocial behavior: (a) to donate toys to poor children, and (b) to help an adult
complete a task. Role-taking ability was assessed with three types of role-taking tasks: (a) Flavell task, (b)
Selman task, and (c) communication task. Self-control was measured with teachers’ self-control rating .

scale. A 2X2X2 (sex X self-control X role-taking) analysis of variance was conducted on donating behav-

ior scores.Results indicated that high-self-control and high-role-taking children donated more toys.
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