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Weapon Focus Effect

— Empirical Data and Theoretical Analysis —

Keita OCHI *

The weapon focus effect is known as the phenomenon that eyewitness’ memory for criminals is

impaired when the criminals were holding weapons such as guns, knives, etc. Although many papers have

referred to the weapon focus effect until now, there are not so many empirical researches so far. The aim

of the present review is to examine whether the effect has been proved by previous researches, and also

examine the mechanism of the effect. As the result it was suggested that (1) the effect had been proved

enough in experimental studies although not proved enough in studies of actual crime scenes, and that (2)

the effect seemed to be caused by the attention focus mechanism in experimental studies although the

effect seemed to be caused by many mechanisms arising at once. In conclusion some discussions were

made.
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