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Anachronism and Synchronism in the Field of Applied Psychological Studies

Masao OHMURA *

The Purpose of this article was to review and criticize basic thoughts reflected in the field of recent

applied psychological studies from the following six points of view.

1. “Character” apprehended as enveloped deeply in Temperament versus “Personality” as social and per-

sonal appearance.

. Elemental view versus Holistic view.
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. Psychology versus Blood group-Anthoropology.

. Descriptive statistics versus Statistical inference.

. Methods of Clinical Assessment versus traditional or long-used Questionnaire Methods.

. “Typology” based on European Characterology versus “Trait theory” rooted American Pragmatism.
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The true goal of clinical psychology is not to pre-
dict the aggregate, but to foretell “what any one man
will do.” In reaching this ideal, actuarial prediction
may sometimes help, universal and group norms are

useful, but they do not go the whole distance.
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