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The influence of the “logic of opposition” on the misleading postevent information effect in

eyewitness memory

Natsuko ONUMA* Yuji HAKODA* Wataru OHUE**

In the controversy about the misleading postevent information effect (the misinformation effect) on eye-
witness memory, it has been said that demand characteristics seem to play an important role for the effect.
Two studies (Lindsay, 1990; Weingardt, Loftus, & Lindsay, 1995) introduced an instruction using the
“logic of opposition” (Jacoby, Woloshyn, & Kelly, 1989) which removes demand characteristics. The pres-
ent study also used the instruction not only to remove demand characteristics but also to investigate the
influences of the instruction itself on the misinformation effect. In experiment 1, we gave the instruction
to half of the subjects at the time of the memory test, and obtained typical misinformation effect and no
influence of the instruction. In experiment 2, a blatantly misleading item was added to postevent informa-
tion. The result showed the misinformation effect and the “spill-over effect” (Loftus, 1979), but, again, no
influence of the instruction was observed. In experiment 3, we gave the instruction to subjects immediate-
ly after the presentation of postevent information and obtained no misinformation effect. The results of the
three experiments suggest that the misinformation effect occurs by not demand characteristics but source

misattribution, and that source misattribution occurs during the retention interval.
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