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Effects of Forward and Backward Retrieval Strategy on
the Recall of Script-Based Text

Keita OCHI*

The effect of a forward and a backward retrieval strategy during interviews with eyewitnesses
was examined empirically using script-based text depicting a dental clinic situation. Fifty-
six subjects memorize the text which contains the same number of typical items and atypical
items, and later recall it in one of four conditions : F (forward retrieval strategy)-F condition,
F-B(backward retrieval strategy) condition, B-F condition, B-B condition. As a result, (1)
more typical items were recalled when subjects had used the forward retrieval strategy rather
than the backward retrieval strategy, whereas (2) more atypical items were recalled when
subjects had used the backward retrieval strategy rather than the forward retrieval strategy.
Because atypical events are usually more important than typical events in practical situations
of criminal investigations, it seems promising to have eyewitnesses report events in reverse

order during interviews in order to gather accurate evidences.
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