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How the Chinese View the Family

Shi RONG HUA* and Yasuko TOHKAIRIN*

Does one prefer to dwell with the rest of one’s family? What does one expect of other family
members? What does one find distasteful in the family setting? The answers to such questions
and others as to how family life should be differ among consituents of a family, be it husband
or wife, children or parents.

In an issue such as this one, the relationship between a married couple and their parents
is of the utmost importance. This relationship bears great influence on the emotional stability
of all family members as well as on their work or academic performance.

We investigated the expectations the Chinese hold toward family life in this study. A
questionnaire was administered to residents of the city of Shanghai to inverstigate their
preferences on living together or apart from parents, their views on the advantages and
disadvantages of living together with the family, their expectations of other family members,
their sense of duty on supporting their parents.

The differences between parents’ and children’s desire to live together and the contrast

between such desire and the unpermitting conditions of life were prominent as results.
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