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AN EXAMINATION OF CHILDREN’'S AND UNDERGRADUATES’S
SELF-EVALUATIONS REGARDING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
BLOOD TYPE AND PERSONALITY

Shuichi FUJITA* Kazunari OKAMURA** and Yutaka TOSHIMA***

The theory that blood types as classified by the ABO system are related to a person’s
personality first appeared in Japan during the Taisho Era (1912-1926). Soon thereafter, in
the beginning years of the Showa Era (1926-1988), Takeji Furukawa enthusiastically began
research on the relationship between the two, the results of which were applied to the society
of that day. Under the supposition that they would be little influenced by the prevailing notions
held by denizens of the current society, Furukawa focused his research on school children ;
thus, went the logic, ensuring the validity of the results.

The purpose of the present research was to apply the personality checklists by Furukawa
for investigating the relationship between the blood types and personalities of upper-class
primary-school-aged children and undergraduates. The children and undergraduates were
presented with a questionnaire listing nineteen personality items representing the personality
characteristics ascribed to children whose blood types are A, B, and O, and they were
requested to give a self-evaluation as to whether or not each of these items were applicable
to themselves.

The results showed that, overall, there was a strong tendency for the children to respond
affirmatively regarding personality traits ascribed to persons of blood type B, and for the
undergraduates to respond affirmatively regarding personality traits ascribed to persons of
blood type A. Next, a factor analysis was performed, which revealed that the children and
undergraduates could be classified by personality into three general categories. Moreover,
no significant correlation between these three general traits and blood type were shown to
exist. These results demonstrate that the relationship between the children’s and the
undergraduates’s blood types and their personalities is non-existent.
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