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The relationship between goal orientation

and causal attribution in school learning.

Hirohito YAJIMA*

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between the individual and
classrooms’ goal orientation and causal attribution. Questionaires designed to assess the
individual and classrooms’ goal orientation and causal attribution were administered to 261
fifth and sixth graders. The individual goal orientation was assessed using a task orientation
scale, self orientation scale, cooperative orientation scale, and competitive orientation scale.
The classrooms’ goal orientation was evaluated using a task scale, authority scale, recognition
scale, and evaluation scale.

As a first research, a correlation between individual goal orientation and causal attribution
was examined.

As a second research, a relationship among individual and classrooms’ goal orientation,
causal attribution, and students’ achievement motive was scrutinized.

The main results were as follows : (1) in the individual goal orientation, there was a tendency
that children on each orientation attributed a success or a fail to their effort ; (2) in the
classrooms’ goal orientation, children who perceived the classrooms’ environment as recognitive
had more positive attitude toward their learning.
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