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The Lastest Developments in Chinese Character
Teaching psychology in the Mainland of China

Ma Wenju™

The psychological experiments made on the oharacter recognition in the mainland of China
since 1980’s include the following aspects. First of all, scholars from the mainland of China,
Hongkong and Taiwan attended “the First national Symposium of Character Psychology” held
in East China Normal University (Shanghai) in 1984, in which the representatives discussed
penetratively how to solve the difficulties of character recognition and information processing.
Secondly, cognitive experiments have been made on recognizing the shape, sound and meaning
of characters. Thirdly, researches have been made into the recall of character. Fourthly,
experiments were made on the individual diversity of character recognition.

Methods concerning the teaching of characters have been changed in the mainland of China
since 1980’s. The first method is named concentative recognition. In teaching, the students
are made to pay great attention to the same radicals which characters share and distinguish
their different radicals, which identifies with the theory of gestalt psychology. Belguan
Elementary School in Liaoning province has proposed a suggestion. That is, recognizing
concentratively, reading profusely and practising gradually. The second method is that of
decentralizing recognition. Mrs Si Xia practised presenting and explaining unfamiliar characters
and words in context, combining character with words and integrating words into sentences,
by doing so, the students can be activated. The third method is called “recognizing characters
with pinyin, forward reading and writing”. This method was practised in Helongjiang. It
changed the traditional practice in which the recognition of character was followed by reading.
In Helongjiang, the idea that reading and recognizing should be carried out simultaneously
has been advoated. The fourth method is that of classification. The fifth method is that of
eclectic one.
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