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CHILDREN’S SELF-EVALUATION OF THEIR ACHIEVMENTS
AND ABILITIES AND PARENTS RATING OF THEIR
CHILDREN AND THEMSELVSE—A COMPARISON OF

AMERICAN AND JAPANESE

Seiro KITAMURA, Harold W. STEVENSON, Susumu KIMURA,
Tadahisa KATOH, Etsuo TAKEDA

Our previous studies suggest that in children’s self-evaluation of their academic achievements
and abilities, Americans are very confident while Japanese are rather modest. The same was
true for mother’s ratings of achievements and abilities of their children and of their own.

The purposes of this study were (1) to examine the validity of above observation in terms of
our other data on mathematical achievements of children and their backgrounds (1985), and (2),
if the observation was supported, to ascertain whether it is specific to our studies. For the pur-
pose (1), we found the same differences between Americans and Japanese. Then to meet the
purpose (2), we reviewed seven preceding studies relevant to this problem. The result indicated
that our observation was not peculiar to our investigations but common to these studies. It also
indicated that such American-Japanese differences reflected the cultural backgrounds about self-
evaluation and self-assertion in these countries. The implication of this finding was falso dis-

cussed.
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