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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF JAPANESE FAMILIES
VIEWED FROM THEIR TERMS FOR ADDRESS
AND SELF-REFERENCE

Takaaki OGAWA

A questionnare was administered to university students and they answered about the terms

of address and self-reference uesd in their families when they were children and in recent time.

The analyses of their responses confirmed following hypotheses.

(1) Mother addresses her first-born child by the kin terms viewed from the youngest child

more than the father.

(2) The wife addresses her husband by the father term more than the husband uses the

mother term to addresses her.

(3) The husband living in a three generations family uses the mother term when he addresses

her wife less than the husband living in a nuclear family.

(4) The husband who addresses his wife by the mother term tends to address his first-born

child by the kin terms viewed from the his youngest child more than the husband who ueses

less frequently the mother term to his wife

(5) Elder siblings who are addressed by their kin terms from their younger siblings are called

more frequently by the same manner from their parents too.

(6) Elder sisters use the kin term viewed from younger siblings to refer themselves more

than elder brothers when they talk to younger siblings.
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