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A STUDY OF BEHAVIORAL TRAITS
IN WALKING

An Examination on Asymmetry of Walking Behavior
Hiroshi KONISHI

This study aimed to examined the cause of asymmetry on walking behavior. There
were two parts in this study. One of them was the observation of walking behavior in natural
setting. Three underground passages of which width were different, were selected as places
of the observation. We observed two behavioral traits on walking that were the left side walk-
ing ; more people walked the left-hand side of those passages, and the behavior of spatial main-
tenance ; people desired as large space as possible from the wall of passages.

The other was the observation of walking behavior in artificial setting. In this experi-
ment, we examined effects of the width of passages which was two, three or four meters, on
passing position.

We found that (1) the passing position leaned to the left side and (2) maintained more
distance from the wall of passages when width was wide. We discussed that the left side walk-

ing was caused by the desire of spatial maintenance on right-hand side of one’s body.
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