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FACTOR ANALYTIC STUDY OF STUDENTS’
CAREER DECISION MAKING

Takao TAKIMOTO and Kiyoshi HAYASHI

This study aimed to find a structure of university students’ career decision making,
to find sex differences, and to demonstrate hypothesis that students’ tendencies to career
decision making is relating to their personality traits.

Study of students’ career decision making is presupposed to students’ career counseling.

This study had been made between June and July 1981. Subjects of this study: 176
male students, 239 female students, total 416 students in five national and private universities
in Tokyo metropolitan area.

This questionnaire was arranged by items from our presurvey (free description) and
the questionnaire on career decision making by O’Neil, et al.

The subjects of this study were requested to answer with five-point Likert typed scale
to these thirtynine items and MPI.

As the results we found six factors by varimax factor analysis. They are 1. factor
of working environment ¥, II. factor of emotionality 3%, III. factor of abilities and direc-
tivities 3¥, IV. factor of social thought of value (male), V. factor of family’s thought of
value (male), VI. factor of family’s and social thought of value (female) (3¢both sex).

On the sex differences, we found that female students’ specific tendencies of career
decision making are that; strong consciousness to sex differences, desiring to professional
career, controled with family’s needs, lack of self confidence, and influencing by working
environment.

On the relation between career decision making and personality traits we found posi-
tive correlation between extraversion and Self experiences (male), and Father’s role model
(female), neuroticism and Fear of failure, Fear of success, Lack of assertiveness, Lack of
confidence, Role conflict (male), and negative correlation between extraversion and Lack of
assertiveness, and Role conflict.
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