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Effects of Spatial Distance Perception on Social Distance, Focusing on Out-group Differences

Mami MUTO™ and Naoki KUGIHARA™

Effects of spatial alienation from in- and out-group targets on participants perceived social distances to the

groups were investigated, by using a 3 (targets of evaluation: in-group member vs. negative out-group member vs.

positive out-group member)X2 (experimental manipulation: spatial distance condition vs. control condition), be-

tween-participants, factorial experimental design. Results indicated the following: (1) Manipulation of spatial dis-

tance did not influence social distance for in-group targets; (2) Spatial distance did not affect social distance for

negative out-group targets with a more negative image than positive out-group targets; and (3) Perception of long

spatial distances increased social distance of positive out-group targets. These findings indicated that existing im-

pressions regarding groups, and their strengths, influenced the impact of stimulus information. Especially, the eval-

uation of groups fluctuated easily when the existing impression was positive, with little strength. These findings are

expected to contribute to understanding the feelings of between group members.
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